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The Memphis Field office files designed "Sub" under the "Harkin' 1 acronym of File 

♦ 

44-1967 is not in any way n-fl-oted in what is always represented as the FBI's major 
or central and all-inclusive files, those of 30G desisted as of "FBIHQ." When about 
20 months after he FBI swore to total compliance with my request I obtained these records 
it even then was 

only after I refuses to accept FBI assurances that these files merely duplicated what 
those in headquarters held. 

Clearly they were written later, whether or not from contemporaneous notes. Clearly 
they also are self-serving in the pi- manner typical of the FBI. x t makes and hides 
all kind of records for later retrieval and self-serving uses. In this case the first of 
the nemos £ are dated by date but not by hour. 

It is obvious from the first record in this file. Serial 1 , that the Sepcial Agent 
in 6harge did not pick up his trusty dictabelt as asson as "LT. ABKLt, Intelligence Divi- 
sion, heripbie PD, telephonically advised SA LOWE at approximately 6:05 this date that 
information had been received that Rev. mmRTIH LUTHER KEHG H had been shot. ...reportedly 
...by a well dressed white male who ran south on I-Iairi Street." 

This excerpt from the first paragraph is characteristic of the covering up the FBI 
prepared spontaneously - at lea.t at the beriming - to cover itselg against any later 
contingency. Characteristcaliy also, it states both the impossible and raises a question, 
"who was in charge of the store" If with all the tumult sorround King appearance in 
i-emphi the Special Agent in Charge was not at his post to receive the message. 

Also provocative is it that of all the many agents assigned to the AA emphis field 
office Howell Lowe, one of thus assigned to domes ic political intelligence is the one who 
received the first word, from his police counterpart and colleague. 

At the specified time no single withness had been interviewed, by anyon e. 

Thi 3 means that eithertk the ^ephis police had begun a cover story of its o ai at 
6;05, less than five minutes after the shooting, including the time required to notify 
Lowe, the tine stated is false or both# 

Jensen notes that he immediately phoned ("telephonically contacted ")"ilight Duty 
Supervisor GUISE, Division # 5, fit Beat of Government," (aka Washington, D.C.; 

aka FBI Headquarters.). 

Jensen then assigned SA Howard. D. Teten to maintain contact with IiH) Homicide 
Bureau, simultaneously sending Sas Joe Hester and Boyle to St. Joseph's Hospital. 

H says in Serial 1 , anyway. 

Serial 2 represents itself as having been written iu edintely after 6:35, t e tine 
// £/ ///(//^/ "Assistan to the Director DoLGACH ££££££/ /// 
called and advised a* follows:" In the gTeat rush of such events the FBI is verbose in the 
manner oruainc by u ocver ? Hot likely in hasty notes - if they v/ere hasty and of the moment 



represent j. . 

iiere what is IK/T at ribute.d to •‘-'eLoiich is more i* ipirtant than what was: 

"...Ke had already notified the Director and the Attorney General of the reported 
shooting of Dr. KHfG. Mr. DeLGaCH said we era to enter the investigation iim ediately and 
in the event any request for information is received from newspapers or other sources 
we are to advise that we ar. investigating at the specific request of the attorney Sensual." 

Odd how no such record exists in the supposedly all-inclusive "Seat of Govern- 
mint files.” 

Jensen represents that DeLoach antidote, there would be questions asked. 

Tjio one question specifier is of jurisdiction. The obvious and what would have been an 
entirely proper response by J ensen would liave been to cite an applicable federal crime, 
suspicion of conspiracy to deny Sing's civil righ s. This is the one law that makes murder 
oi other than ofiicial a federal crime. Instead DeLoach told Jensen to pin any kickback 
that might follow on the Attorney General. 

NOTL TO JL: THhili . IAS To hi SOKE EDOi OP AG RXOEDS 'SSnS Jut£ COKPaRABLb, ASS IP HISTORIC 
II-JPORTAECE m> ffi&AIN WITHHELD. 

The problem with citing the civil-rights statute is that it involved an FLI nono in 
political assassination, c.nspiracy. Murder alone is not a civil-rights crime* Consnlrin-- 
to murder is such a crime. 

... 

' «.T o:4Q PA SA JOE 0. HESTER te lephoai celly advised/that the shot was fatal was fatal, 
•'eHsen writes "The abobe information was telephonically furnished to Supervisor -AH0G3 
C. MOORS, Seat of Government, at approximately 6; pi. 

Of these first three memos only a giggle copy was made. Hone to go to HZ or anywhere 
else. _one, in fact, to go onto the main “eraphis field office file on the crime and its 
investigation, only a single copy to go into, one of the lit .:le-lcnown "Subs." In examinations 
of i-.ahy thousands of FBI rewords in the investigation of President Kennedy I found no 
single reference to such a t dng as a "Sub." 

Jensen was so careful at the outsat he did not even stair start a file under the 
civil rights code number, 44. Instead he put this under their categorizing of .wing, 
a 100 file, "Internal security." It begi.an as 100-4105. 

NOTE TO JL: MY REQUESTS COVIA ALu POLITICAL PILES RELEVANT TO KING ALL THE A3JASSIM4TI0W. 

OH TP. FIRST OP TEE MONTH PSK FOR A COPY OP EVERY RECORD Ilf MPO 100-4105. 

/ the time leten filed hi.- larst report, of which two copies were made, the file 44— 
19S7 was set up. 

However, no copy ol this report is in that file, none in headquarters file, either. 
Teten'e rc-purt, c-early not written that night with all else he had to flo, is more an 

account of what he did than of the crime. Ke does not aay so, pliiin English being anathema 
to the FBI but the import of his t ords are that he went to police headquarters and hi;n g 
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^inicide, being all three monkej: at one time, seeing no tiling, hearing no tiling adfsay 
ing nothing at all during all those momentous - end entirely unspecified - moments: 

M • • • thj s Agent set up liaison contact with Homicide Bureau. Contact was maintained 
x±±h at the homicide Bureau until relieved by another Agent at which time this Agent 
accompanied kyxxxaikxr police photographer to scene of shooting. 11 aniyx 

Only to discover what it did not endanger the FBI to deal with in specifics of a sort, 
that "photograplis both at the point Hhere Dr. XING had failed and at the point where it 
was believed t e perpetrator had fir-d the shot" had already been taken by the LPD 
Indentification Division. 

The time at which there were conversations with Beat Of Government is essential in 
FBI criminal investigations ; the time at which Teten ±z _ot to the scene of tho crime 
is not. The difference is that from these records it is impossible to determine when the 
police decided on "the point at which the perpetrator had fired the shot. 1 ' Naturally 
it is not important to report the basis for the police belief. 

By this ur» specified time and on the basis of what turned out to be a total absence 

of proof it had been decided that the shot was from that bathroom and eas fired by the 

man who had rented JJ ^ Room 5B.an 422 l/2 South i-ain Street. 

Still not specifying when "Agent accompanied Inspector M ADM (lil- this time all 
caps and with this spacing) to an area between the buil dings.. .where plaster casts were taken 
of 2 footprints..." Then "this Agent accompanied police photographer to St. Joseph 
Hospital and then to the morgue at John Gn ton Hospital where photographs were taken of 

Dr. KING to show the area and extent of the wound, (sic)" 

As Teten left the morgue he "nated that Dr. FRANCISCO was taking color photographs 
of the body." i*ll of this and ^eten^ departure was prior to authorization of an autopsy. 

"this agent was also advised that it was 205 feet and 5 inches from the second floor 
rear bathroom window to the point where Dr. KING VjL S struck by the bullet." 

For even the fabled FBI this is magical • ^obody know exaotl y where ing was standing 
and nobody was or is able to position the jaw in terms of inches from any point in the 
world, bathrooms included. 

NOTE TO S^LF: VajAB TEE BBRvEYXbG DOPE? Check Extradition and Hester report 

fil^s. I think it was not until daylight. 

^Ibo magical i how on the night of the 4th, the dating of Teten* s report, the results 
of subse quent surveying by city surveyors was already known. 

These first few of the FBI instant r<cord-gencratiun output all be ; ong in a special 
Hoover file for which there is no FBI code, it / is "Cover the FBI * 3 Ass." 

Another of the earliest redords is of an effort to bring a special and ultra-super 

°hicago "racial" informer down to i-emphis. That surely is what solving the crime needed! 

Robert Titzpatrick, who wbs soon to emplane for Washington, was to\d by the Acting 



Insert 



Control - w-tk deniability. 

The Fnl was in the case and could control it easily, as it then proceeded to do. 

At the same time it contrived for any kickback to go over it and hit the Attorney General 
because it let the wrold know before the Attorney General could speak for himself that 
he was responsible for the FBI being in the case. It put kouver in a no-lose situation: 
whatever happened he could be ahead of the game. If he solved the case the glory was his, 
regardless of how he got into t e case. If there were to be criticism it would go past 
him ana the FBI and devolve on the attorney General. 

It happened that n oover detested both the Attorney General and King, the victim. 
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Special Agent in Oharge of the Chicago office "that efforts to locate this i/d'ormant 
negative but continued efforts would be made... to bring him to kenphis re racial matters 

at Memphis •*' 

Jensen sent idm 

According to a memo writte by SA Robert P. Boylo U and tester ///////// to the 

at 6:45 

hospital at 6:15 p.m. vSarial 15J after learning the meuical opinion/ they proceeds to 
the flophouse. (Sexial 15 J 

The same night someone directed the Phi's suspicions toward Kufifro hays, xxxx i 
an unlicensed private detective who was later engag d by Arthur limes, Hay's first lawyer. 
.Serial 16) 

Jo eph -ouw was in Memphis oove ing King's activities there undgT--rnx*ryE-ir Y *rr.--i-m . 

for Public Television. The FBI's indifference to him and more, to the pictures he took, 

is not because they did not have early knowledge that he too* pictures. At 1 :30 a.m. on 

the fifth Ilex ^atchelor of Braniff Airlines phoned from the airport to report JuaticsgxBvex- 

tasittio. tnat "u. i»OUW made the remark to DBWAI2® HARTSOE," also a Braniff employee. -Uouw 

and his companion, another young black, left for Washington and itfewark, N.J. on Flight 
not 

610. It was scheduled to reach Neward until 5:22 a.m., which gave the FBI plenty of time 
to meet it and ask tc see uouw's pictures, but that the FBI did not fo. The e is no record 
of any more than SPC Curtis Fitzgerald making a note of the proper notification of the 
alert citizen Batchelor. 

uhat realiy required the time and attention of the FBI's tmp brass is normal house- 
keeping details, as recorded in this memo by ASaC C.O. Halter: "Assistant to the Director 
C.i). BE -LOACH telephonicalxy communicated with me at 1:50 A.M." to ±xf have Jfhe i-emphis 
Filed Office send two cars to the Waval --dr Station at nearby Millington for "T^e Attorney 
General, K. DE LOACH, MARK WILKIKS, Civil Rights Division, CLIFF SESSIONS, Press Rep- 
resentative of the Department, and CLIFF ALEXANDER, President's 16 Legal Counsel." 

(Serial IS) Nobouy of lower rank in the FBI could attend to such details with a crime 
of t’is magnitude to be solved. 

Although ca andrew Sloan did not record the matter until the fifth (.Serial 20) he 



5 



"contacted" 

did see to it that a little of the paranoia of the moment was not lost. The FBI 

American ,<Lr lines at the Memphis Airport, one whose name is withheld on the claimed right 

to privacy and as an only source in a criminal investigation. Sloan was that ^tokely 

Carmichael, in Dallas, ^exas, has asked for reservations for himself and three others, 

ti_ese 

all named. Sloan's source "advised the airline wouiu not make /// reseivations 

this 

and he personally took the flight and CAdilCj^Amlj was not on it." 

Tnere you have the performance of duty above and beyond what American Airlines could 
rightly expect from its most diligent. 

There was early indication of tne absence of any eye-witness identification of the 
alleged killer even if, as was presumed, he had pulled the crime from the flophouse 

r 

&/ //// t / SA Cyril F« Busch was "At Memphis Pi) on evening of 4/4/68. 

I talked to with two persons who lived at 422 1/2 So. Main (from which fatal shot believed 

to iiave been fired) * WILLIAM ChAKifiS AliSCHUTZ and (IkMCE BAYS STSPHMftS - neither of 

wnorn coulc furnish descriptive data of identify Subject." (Serial 22) 

^onetheles , according to the next record (Serial 23) the /// FBI Exhibits Section 

3ent ji two agents on an after-midnight flight to "make an artist's conception of the 

BNSUB" a3 well as t k z xa a diagram of the scene. On the fear "that there might be 

difficulty //// in obtaining public transportation" with all the investigating the crime 

required the Memphis office was to send an agent and a car to pick them up. Then in the 

last minute these men were sent to Birmingham insteaa. 

S veral record reflect the determintion of Memphis homicide to regard an innocenent 

renting 

man as the killer, -because Bay use:, the name of VLlIiard in taking the room from M rs# ^essie 
Brewer and because 10 years ago another man nameu Willard had been rrested in Memphis xx 
ksK this real Willard became a real suspect. 

Wrong Willard was righted in the records (Serial 28) when at S:G5 p.m. April 5 3A 
Richard F. Bates phoned fxax tne field office and told Sa F.±>. Johnson that the r? 
fingerprints liftec. from ths alleged muraer weapon did not match the prints of Real Willard. 
u r several other susoects. 
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Kothing was outside the FBI's investigation - ana buildings of statistics scout 
tho number of pages of reports an- the hours of time devotea to solving the crime. 

The othrr cares of the second day after the assassination did not keep A3 aC C.O.holter 
too bust to spend a page and a half, single spaced, in detailed accounting of a phone 
call from a woman who reported having a vision during her extensive travels for the 
'Vhamber of Coma rce xax jsraxBiix jx advertising the Sante Fe Trail." Her contribution and 
Holter' “ is that on the night of the crime, while she was sitting in a motel at Boise 
-ity, Oklahoma and looking at TV with her friend the motel manager "a pictureof a ilegro 
apjeared on the television screen. She imuediarely commented that the Kegro had been killed." 
How did she know? Well, she claimed not to h ve heara the radio or to have had any knowledge 
that Hr. Hn had be.n killed. "She stat d the reason she knew this is that while driving 
on a highway in Sante Fe ,K.h. , she had a vision on Tuesday 4/2/69, of a white man with 
a Ion rifle killing a Negro by shooting him in the neck. " 

Tliis 1 ay offered the FBI any help she coula provide, bolter does not make it clear 
that the FBI considered it could not use a vision in the future. 

Seat of Gov -nment was interested in other aspects of the King assassination. 

Solving the crime was not its only concern when at 9 a.m. the morning of April b it 
"clarifiea" several calls to emphis of the night before. These had to do with the captioning 
of teletyp.. messages from ‘‘emphis to Washington. After clarification it is that "all 
acts of violence at u ashville , ‘‘emphis or any other city in the 1 -emphis division, if 
it relates to the KING incident, should be sent to the Bureau under the title "aSSASoIWA- 
[ i'10H 01“ Mtemr BUTHBa ICL1I0,JH -RACIAL IiaTTkHS' 1 rather tiian "SANITATION WORISRS STHIKE., 
KiMtolS, TSHNESSflE, HM." IRH is racial matters.) In the compilation of statistics nothing 
was overlook a. Attributing violence to the King assassination became more important thah 
allocating it to the sanitation workers' strike, to which it all had been attributed. 

IS, rial 43B) 
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While the jj’ 31 stoutly maintaii ed its records do noJ include any tianmriptxaxx 

as 

dubs of the police an d sheriff* s radio broadcasts It ~id in fact have them and SA Jack 
/ Vahrenwald Exjra^mxacrd recordea in an internal memo to Jensen, "The Log is 
..nclosed in a 1-A envelope." (Serial 52) He continued this practise with another instal- 
ls nt. (Serial 57) 

Serial 90 is a subdued version of a i^att ^rron tape. 

Serial 95 ehouivi be cousaprcu with time to if coincides with Ray "’ebruary presence 
general area. 

SUB EOL 2 serials 181-307 

in 173 Howell S. ^owe lists 17 "racial informants" re hurlcin. Lames withheld. 



